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Parents, friends and staff are urged to use the information in this folder as a guide only. During the year small changes are made to policy and the folder will be updated as necessary.

North Star Public School

“Our school is caring and supportive and provides an enjoyable, stimulating and challenging learning environment. It has a small school, family atmosphere enabling children of all ages to interact and learn from each other” – Annual School Report 2001.

Statement of Purpose

We will provide a safe, happy and caring environment.

Children will be valued and encouraged to continually strive for their highest levels of individual success.

School Pledge

This is our school

[image: image2.wmf]Let peace dwell here

Let the school be full of contentment

Let love abide here

Love of one another

Love of God

And love of life itself

Let us remember as many hands make a house

So, many hearts make a school.

School Motto

Learning to live.

School Contacts

Phone:





0746 763128

Fax:





0746 763269

E-mail:




northstar-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Address:




Edward Street







North Star N.S.W.  2408

School Hours:



9.20am – 3.20pm

School Supervision Hours:

9.00am – 3.30pm

Staff

The staff members at North Star Public School show a fine example of teamwork and consideration for others. We take great pride in the school and the relationship we have with the students, the parents and the North Star community. We invite you to visit the school at every opportunity.
School Staff

Principal - K/1/2/3 Class Teacher        Mrs Marian Thatcher

Class Teacher 3/4/5/6


Miss Jess Wilson
School Counsellor



Mrs Marilyn McMaster

Librarian/Release Teacher

Mrs Sue Nixon

School Administration Manager 

Mrs Jane Bush

Learning Support Officer


Mrs Kylie Pearlman 

Scripture Teacher
 - Catholic

Mrs Vicki Goodfellow
Scripture Teacher – Anglican

Mr and Mrs Mann
Cleaner




Mrs Ellen Dillon

General Assistant



Mr John Bush
School Education Director

New England - West (Moree)

Mr John Charles
Regional Director New England            Mr Jim White
School Captains

School Captains for 2010


Lucy Coleman and Alex Smith





Parents & Citizens Association

President




Mr Scott Donaldson
Secretary




Mrs Aleysa Mills
Treasurer




Mrs Ainslie Donaldson
School Patrons
Mrs Claire Park



Mrs Ros Smith
Mr & Mrs Tony Tonkin


Mr & Mrs S Hardcastle
Mrs Jacqui McDonald


Mr & Mrs M Donaldson
Mrs Penny Owen



Mr & Mrs K Brennan
Mr & Mrs Peter Cory


Mr & Mrs P Allport
Mrs Jean Swanborough


Mr & Mrs Ran Mitchell
Mr & Mrs Spence Reardon

Mr & Mrs Ian Uebergang

Mr & Mrs M. Hohn

Mrs Glenda Price
Mr & Mrs Andrew Thompson
The A – Z of School Life at

North Star Public School

Annual School Report

Parents will receive a copy of the Annual School Report 2010 in Term 2 2011.

It provides information about our school and the achievements of our students in 2010. It also includes the Targets for the school in 2011.

Attendance

It is most important that children attend school every day.

The school is required by law to keep accurate rolls with explanations for absences noted. Every absence from school should be explained by a note or phone call from a parent.

Buddies

All Kindergarten and Year 1 children have a special Year 5 or Year 6 student (Buddy) who looks after them and helps them settle into school. Once a week we have “Buddies” when the children read to each other and draw or play together.

Years 2, 3 and 4 also have Reading Buddies at this time.

Bulletin

[image: image3.wmf]The Principal publishes our school Bulletin once a week. It is given to the oldest child in the family, usually on Wednesdays.

If you would like a message published in the Bulletin, please have it prepared and written on paper to the Principal before the day of publishing.

The Bulletin is also sent to the bus drivers, school patrons and Mr John Charles (School Education Director New England – West).

Buses

Most of our students travel to school by bus. Mr Mick Farrell (Inverell Bus Company) transports children from the Yallaroi - Warialda road and Yetman road.

Mrs Pam Farrell (Inverell Bus Company) transports children from the Goondiwindi road, Mungle-IB Bore road and Croppa Creek road.

Always contact your bus driver if there is a change of travel arrangements for your child.

[image: image4.wmf]Mr and Mrs M Farrell 

07 46763149

Mick Farrell



0427734083

Pam Farrell



0429341739

Bus Two-Way


Channel 29
Canteen

Our canteen is operated by the North Star P&C. Family members of children attending our school staff it voluntarily. The canteen operates on Mondays and Thursdays providing morning tea and lunch at a reasonable cost. We always need volunteers to keep the canteen operating. Please contact the canteen supervisor if you can assist in any way. You can expect to be rostered on once or twice a term. New volunteers are rostered with an “old hand” until they feel comfortable. 

To order from the canteen please write:

1. [image: image5.wmf]The child’s teacher’s name and class

2. Little lunch order and prices

3. [image: image6.wmf]Big lunch order and prices

on the front of a brown paper bag and place correct money securely inside. A menu and price list can be obtained from the canteen.

Mrs Kate Owen (Canteen supervisor) 0267295166
Changed Family Circumstances

Births, deaths, marriages, separations and other changes to family units are a part of life and, of course, are personal. These often cause changes in a student’s behaviour and learning. It is important that the class teacher is advised. It may also be advisable to call on the services of the School Counsellor.

Change of Detail

It is important that we have correct information regarding changes to your address, telephone number, doctor etc. This information needs to be entered into our computer so that up-to-date records can be kept. These details will be requested at regular intervals. Please inform the school immediately if you have a change of details so that our records are up to date.

Child Protection

Every year students have child protection lessons. These lessons are mandatory in all N.S.W. Public Schools. 

Children Leaving School Grounds

No child is permitted to leave school grounds during the school day without the knowledge of the teachers. Parents are requested to tell their child’s teacher

before they pick up the child during school hours. If a ball goes over the fence one older child will need to ask permission from the teacher to get it.

Contact with Other Schools

Throughout the school year your child will have contact with students from other schools for sporting and cultural visits. Tulloona, Croppa Creek, Yetman, Boggabilla, Toomelah and North Star schools are known as the Macintyre Schools. Each year we have the Macintyre schools athletics and swimming carnivals for all children K-6.

We also compete in the McKechnie Shield swimming carnival and the Heferen Shield athletics carnival in Moree, as well as regional selection trials.

CAP – The Country Areas Program

The Federal government funds this program and its purpose is to assist schools in overcoming isolation.

CAP funding helps us pay for our Kindergarten Transition program, excursion travel, literacy, cultural and technology programs. CAP also funds other special programs for our children.

Discipline 

The North Star School Student Welfare & Discipline Policy, Anti-Bullying Policy and Core Rules are currently being updated. An updated version will be supplied to each school family during 2010.   

Learning appropriate social behaviour is encouraged and nurtured and, like reading, writing and mathematics is viewed as an important factor in every child’s education.

Education Week

This is usually held in Term 3 in all public schools in NSW.

Parents, family and friends are invited to visit our school on Open Day to see the classrooms and children’s work. There are also special performances eg. dancing, musical items, plays, book character parades etc. Please make a special effort to be there.

Emergency Evacuation Plan 

All schools must have a plan to follow in case it is necessary to evacuate the school in an emergency. The plan is located in classrooms and next to all telephones.
The following procedures are to be followed in the event of an emergency, which requires the school buildings to be evacuated.

Alarm

· [image: image7.wmf]Continual ringing of the school bell

Office

· Office staff to telephone emergency services.

Classes

· Stop work immediately

· Stand and form a single line at the doorway

· Teacher takes class roll

Routes and Duties

· All students move (walk) to the cricket net area and sit down. 

· A staff member will stay with the children in this area.

· Mrs M. Thatcher and Miss J Wilson to check rolls and to make sure that all students, staff and visitors are accounted for.

· Miss J Wilson checks toilets and other buildings to make sure that no students, staff or school helpers are there.

In a case where first aid is required the principal will attend the injured person and the next senior person at school will fill the principal’s duties.

All Clear

The principal will give the all clear.

Classes to resume as normal.

Principal or Administration staff will contact families affected and all necessary agencies.

A very detailed copy of the plan is located next to all telephones.
Enrolment Regulations

1. All children whose 5th birthday falls before 31st July may commence school that year.

2. Children whose 5th birthday falls after 31st July will not be able to commence until the beginning of the following year.

3. A Birth Certificate or Baptism Card is required at the time of enrolment.

4. Immunisation Certificates are required for all children.

Excursions and Visits

Children learn not only at school, but also from a wide variety of experiences. Our school has a major excursion for Years 3-6 every second year. During the year short one-day excursions are held in the local area. We also visit Boggabilla and Goondiwindi to see cultural performances with children from other schools.

Head Lice

If your children have head lice please do not send them to school until they have been treated and all eggs removed from the hair. If head lice are seen on children at school the children will be sent home. Your cooperation with this matter is essential in preventing major outbreaks.

Homework

“At best homework can be a creative learning experience; at its worst it can be a frustrating intrusion into the home”. Department of Education 1984.

Parents and teachers will have a viewpoint of their own somewhere between the points indicated above. Teachers at this school believe that homework should not be a burden on the child or the parent. If it becomes a burden your child’s teacher will understand if the child does not submit homework when due. On such occasions please advise your child’s teacher about your situation.

The homework policy for K/1/2 and Years 3/4/5/6 will be included in the Bulletin early in Term 1. 

Immunisation

The Department of Education and NSW Department of Health have formed new guidelines about the immunisation of children upon entering school.
Written Proof of immunisation is now required by all new enrolments.  This takes the form of a NSW Department of Health Immunisation Certificate which can be obtained from your General Practitioner and / or Community Health Centre either in the form of the certificate or a letterhead.
Children who have been given homoeopathic “immunisation” are classified as “not immunised” as the National Health and Medical Research Council states that homoeopathic “immunisation” leaves children unprotected against serious and possibly fatal diseases.
If a child has one of the childhood diseases then he/she will have to stay at home until well.  Unimmunised children, who have been in contact with the sick child, or in the event of an outbreak of a disease at the school, must stay at home during the outbreak.  This will prevent the disease from spreading to other children and people in the community.

Independence

As students change from year to year, they need to be able to do more for themselves.  This does not come naturally.  It must be learned gradually.

A few suggestions for parents:

· Give your child simple duties around the house.

· Show trust.

· Admire work brought home; display it for a time if possible.

· Select suitable television shows books and games.  They influence your child’s thinking.

· Read to your children often. Let them read to you and others in the family.

· Talk with your child about school, friends and other interests.

· Reward or praise your child for thoughtfulness and kindness to others.

· Try to understand their reasoning and the way they think.

Kindergarten Orientation Day

This special day is held in December each year. All new Kindergarten children are invited to spend a day at school with K/1/2. This helps children settle in very happily when they start school.

Library

Our school has a very good range of library books.  Library lessons are conducted once a week. Children are encouraged to borrow books. They will need a library bag – approximately 30cm x 30cm with a drawstring top.

Lost Property

Lost property is stored on the hooks on the verandah. Please ensure that your child’s clothes are clearly marked with his/her name. Much time is wasted looking for clothing, especially jumpers and hats that have not been marked.
Medical Problems

If your child suffers from any medical condition that may affect him/her at school, eg. asthma, epilepsy you must notify the school. This also applies to allergies such as bee stings and allergies to any medication. An Emergency Health Plan will be written for children with a medical condition.
No medication will be given to children without written instructions from parents.  All medication given is recorded and signed for.
Parents in the School

Parents help our school in many ways - in the canteen, at working bees, by providing transport, watering the grounds, hearing children read, assisting with sport, working for the P & C, marking athletics fields and many more.

Your help is vital for our students and is greatly appreciated.

Requests for parent help are made in the Bulletin and at P & C meetings.

If you can help please contact the school at any time during the year. 

It must be remembered that occasionally there will be times when parents will hear or observe matters which should remain confidential. 

Special Request for 2011
If you would like to help by hearing children read, assisting in the library or canteen please contact the school.

Parent & Citizens Association (P & C) 

Schools need the positive support of their communities. Active parent organizations assist with the efficient functioning of the school. The Parents and Citizens Association meets on the second Monday of the month in Room 4. Fundraising is not the only function of the P&C Association. Reports on school activities are given at meetings. Discussion also takes place on particular aspects of school policy, the school plan, excursions and key learning areas.

There is an annual membership fee of $5 per family.

Permission Notes

[image: image8.wmf]Excursions, sports visits and cultural activities are publicised in the Bulletin so that you are kept aware of what is happening. Permission notes are sought for these events.

Phone Calls

It would be greatly appreciated if parents do not ask to speak to teachers during teaching time as this disrupts class routine.

Playground Supervision

See North Star Student Welfare and Discipline Policy.

Reporting To Parents

Parents receive two written reports each year. We also have a formal parent/student/teacher interview in June. If you are concerned about the progress of your child you do not have to wait until interview time. Contact the class teacher immediately. It is advisable to make an appointment to ensure that the teacher will be available and so that relevant details can be collected for use at the interview.

School Counsellor

The school has the services of a District School Counsellor, Mrs Marilyn McMaster. Children may be referred to the counsellor by teaching staff or parents. An assessment is not made without the written permission of the child’s parent/s. Parents who have concerns about their child’s intellectual, behavioural or emotional development may contact the counsellor through the school. Our school is visited by the counsellor once or twice each term. A special appointment can be arranged at any time if the matter is urgent.

Scripture

Mrs Vicki Goodfellow takes Catholic Scripture.

Mr and Mrs Mann take Anglican scripture.
School Colours

Royal blue and gold

School Plan

Can be viewed at our school office and may be discussed at P & C meetings.
School Photos

Once a year a photographer takes class and individual photos.  You will be advised of the date for these in the school Bulletin.
School Assemblies

Our Year 5 and Year 6 students run the daily assemblies as well as our special weekly assembly on Monday afternoons at 2.50pm.

Parents and friends are invited to attend the weekly assembly where children receive special certificates, show class work and present items.

[image: image9.wmf]School Hours

9.00am
Supervision of the playground

9.20am
First bell 



Assembly

9.25am
Class commences
11.00am
Recess

11.20pm
Bell – end of recess

1.00pm
Lunch

1.50pm
Bell – end of lunch

3.20pm
End of school day

Please note that supervision commences at 9.00am. Please try to ensure that your child does not arrive before that time. On occasions when your child has to be at school before 9.00am or after 3.30pm please notify the Principal. 

School Term Dates 2011
[image: image10.wmf]
Term 1         Friday 4th February – Teachers return
Monday 7th February – Years 1-6

Tuesday 8th  February - Kindergarten 

7th February 2011 – 8th April 2011
27th April 2011 – 1st July 2011
18th July 2011 – 23rd September 2011 
10th October 2011 – 16th December 2011
School Houses

We have two school houses:

· Minilya – yellow

· Wilby – green

All children from the one family are in the same house.

New children are allocated to the house with the least students at the time.

Every effort is made to keep the houses balanced – with similar numbers of boys and girls; and minor, junior and senior students.

School Uniform

Gundy Workwear (0746713327) in Marshall St Goondiwindi stocks all uniforms, hats and other uniform items.

Girls

Summer: Blue and white checked uniform.

Winter: Grey and blue checked tunic with light blue long sleeve shirt, black shoes and white socks. Royal blue tracksuit top with North Star logo.

Sports: Pleated royal blue netball skirt, or royal blue shorts, yellow sport shirt with the North Star logo printed on it. Royal blue track suit.

Boys

Summer: Light blue shirt with grey shorts.

Winter: Light blue shirt with grey trousers. Royal blue tracksuit top with North Star logo.

Sports: Royal blue sports shorts, yellow sports shirt with North Star logo printed on it. Royal blue tracksuit.

School Policies

North Star school is required to follow NSW Department of School Education policies. There are policies for the six Key Learning Areas: English, Mathematics, Science and Technology, Creative Arts, Human Society and Its Environment (HSIE) and Personal Development, Health and Physical Education (PD/H/PE).

Copies of these and other departmental policies are available on request.

Student Equipment

The school provides textbooks, pencils, scissors, paint etc. Children however are very welcome to use and maintain their own pencil case containing clearly labelled: coloured pencils, textas, a sharpener (with a shaving catcher), a rubber, lead pencil and if in Years 3-6 their own geometry kit. All students will need their own clearly labelled library bag. Students in Kindergarten may like to carry a spare change of underclothes in case a little accident occurs.

Student Numbers

When there are 54 students K-6 (enrolled for at least a week) the school is entitled to three teachers – a teaching principal and two classroom teachers.

If there are 53 students then the school is entitled to a teaching principal plus one classroom teacher.

When there are 51 or more students the school is entitled to a full time school assistant (clerical).

If there are 50 students (or less) the school is only entitled to a Senior Administration Manager (clerical) for three days per week.

Our numbers for 2011 are 32.
[image: image11.wmf]Student Performances

Music students perform on Open Day, and at the Annual Presentation/ Concert.

[image: image12.wmf]All students perform at assemblies during the year, on Open Day and at the annual Concert.

Sun Safety

The school has a policy of “NO HAT. NO PLAY IN THE SUN”. Students must wear broad brimmed hats when playing out in the sun. Sunscreen is supplied and the students are encouraged to use it.

Sport

The students at North Star School value all aspects of sport. Although we have limited numbers, all students freely participate in all sporting activities within the school and across the small schools. Some of these include Jump Rope, ball skills and games, Kanga cricket, T ball, netball, soccer and swimming school.

[image: image13.wmf]Sport lessons and times vary from term to term because of changing weather and temperatures.

Throughout the year students compete in the Macintyre Cross Country, Athletics and Swimming Carnivals, and the McKechnie Shield Swimming and Heferen Shield Athletics Carnivals in Moree.

Swimming School

All children attend swimming school at the Goondiwindi Pool in Term 4.

The Goondiwindi Pool Manager organises the lessons and supplies the trained swimming instructors.

There are usually four groups, ranging from beginners to squad.

The school/P&C pays for the bus transport. Parents pay the rest.

Our school swimming carnival is held in December straight after swimming school.

[image: image14.wmf]
Technology

North Star School is equipped with efficient technology. 

The K/1/2 room has seven I Mac computers.

The 3/4/5/6 room has seven IMac computers.

The two classrooms, office and library are networked.

The children have access to the Internet and many interactive CD programs as well as Microsoft Word, desktop publishing and typing programs.

In the office we have a computer, a photocopier/fax machine, the new upgraded OASIS accounting system and a colour printer.

In the Library we have an OASIS library computer system using an IBM computer.
Valuables

To avoid unnecessary heartache children should not bring jewellery, valuable items, computer games etc to school. Too often these items are lost or broken. Children bringing their own bats, balls, and toys etc to school must accept responsibility for them and use them safely. Children should not bring wooden cricket bats or hard cricket balls to school.

[image: image15.wmf]

Preparing Your Child For School

· Before school term begins try to get your child familiar with the school, the buildings, playground and classrooms.  It helps if your child knows what the school looks like and where the rooms, canteen and toilet are.

· When talking with your child about school, do so in a positive way.  Leave out negative ideas and thoughts, and sound happy and excited when talking about school.  Talk about good things such as new friends to make, new toys to play with and new games to play.

· Make sure your child knows in advance how he/she is getting to school and how he/she is getting home.  If you pick your child up, don’t be late and don’t change plans at the last minute.

· If your child is catching a bus, go along the bus route with him/her before school starts.

· Leave yourself plenty of time to get to school.  Being late will only increase your child’s anxiety.

· Build up your child’s confidence and self-esteem by telling him/her how proud you are.  The more confident and secure children feel, the less anxious they will be.

· To help build confidence make sure your child has some basic skills, eg. knowing how to tie shoelaces, knowing how to put on a raincoat.

· If the school sends you some material before the start of the term, read it as it may contain information that could affect your child’s first day, eg. school rules - “no hat - no play”.

· Go through this information with your child and explain what will happen during the first day at school.

· Be aware that your child will want to dress the same as his/her new classmates.  Keep this in mind and dress your child accordingly.

· For the first day have a calm, happy and organised morning at home.  Clothes and school bag should be laid out the night before so that the morning is smooth and hassle free.  Avoid fights and arguments, or anything that will increase your child’s anxiety.

· When at school and the teacher points out that it is time for you to leave, do so positively and quickly.

· Realise when your child comes home he/she will probably be very tired.  This may continue for some weeks so make sure your child gets enough sleep.

· When children first start school they often don’t eat enough lunch.  Ensure they have plenty of time to eat breakfast.

· To begin with, children often don’t use the toilet at their new school.  It would be helpful to make sure they go to the toilet before going to school and when they come home.
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